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SUBJECT: KILLING OF SA POLICEMEN IN RHODESIA 

1 . KILLING OF FOUR SA POLICEMEN BY GUERRILLAS IN RHODESIA 
DEC 24 HAS EVOKED FAIRLY MILD REACTION HERE. ACCORDING TO 
UNOFEICIAL PRESS REPORTS, FOUR POLICEMEN WERE KILLED IN 
AMBUSH WHILE DISCUSSING CEASEFIRE WITH GUERRILLA GROUP. 
SHOOTING TOOK PLACE IN AREA WHERE THERE HAVE BEEN FRIENDLY 
CONTACTS BETWEEN SECURITY FORCES AND GUERRILLAS SINCE CEASEFIRE 
ANNOUNCEMENT. ENGLISH AND AERIKAANS PAPERS IN CAPE TOWN POINT 
OUT THAT IT IS UNKNOWN WHETHER KILLINGS DELIBERATE BREACH OE 
CEASEEIRE OR "WILD ACTIONS OE INDIVIDUAL TERRORIST." 

2. OFFICIAL REACTION THUS FAR LIMITED TO EXPRESSIONS OF 
SYMPATHY FOR FAMILIES OF THOSE KILLED. NATIONAL PARTY 
MOUTHPIECE IN CAPE, DIE BURGER, COMMENTED, HOWEVER, THAT 
INCIDENT INDICATES BLACK RHODESIAN POLITICIANS NOT COMPLETELY 
IN CONTROL OF "REVOLUTIONARY WAR." PAPER FURTHER EDITORIAL- 
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FAIL. 

3. COMMENT: WHILE KILLING OF SA POLICEMEN COULD DISTURB 
PROGRESS OE NEGOTIATIONS, RESTRAINED REACTION HERE SEEMS TO 
INDICATE THAT IT WILL BE TREATED AS ISOLATED, UNEORTUNATE 
INCIDENT. NEVERTHELESS, SOME EXPRESSION OF REGRET BY 
PRESIDENT KAUDA, OR BY MUZOREWA OR OTHER BLACK RHODESIAN 
LEADER, COULD ASSUAGE BITTERNESS ARISING FROM SHOOTING 
INCIDENT AND IN THAT REGARD MAKE POSITIVE CONTRIBUTION TOWARD 
ACHIEVEMENT OE NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT. 
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